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people; but St Martin, who was not over-credulous, would not go thither
to pray, not hearing any assured account of the relics. He asked the eldest
of the clergy what they knew of them, and not receiving satisfaction, he
went one day to the place with some of his brethren and, standing over
the tomb, besought God to show him who was buried there. Then,
turning to the left, he saw near him a pale ghost, of a fierce aspect, whom
he commanded to speak. The ghost told his name, and it appeared that
he had been a robber who was executed for his crimes whom the people
had honoured as a martyr. None but St Martin saw him; the rest only
heard his voice. He thereupon caused the altar to be removed and freed
the people from this superstition.1

The utter extirpation of idolatry out of the diocese of Tours, and all
that part of Gaul, was the fruit of the edifying piety, miracles, and zealous
labours and instructions of St Martin. Soon after he had entered upon
his episcopal charge, he was obliged (probably on account of the heathenish
temples or some such affairs) to repair to the court of Valentinian I, who
generally resided in Gaul. This prince, knowing that St Martin was come
to beg of him something in favour of the Christian religion which he had
no mind to grant, gave orders that he should not be admitted into the
palace. Also his wife Justina, who was a furious Arian, endeavoured to
prepossess him against the holy bishop. St Martin, having attempted in
vain twice or thrice to get access, had recourse to his ordinary weapons.
He put on hair cloth, covered his head with ashes, abstained from eating
and drinking, and prayed day and night. On the seventh day he was
ordered by an angel to go boldly to the palace. Accordingly he went
thither, found the doors open, and nobody stopping him he went to the
emperor who, seeing him at a distance, asked in passion why they had
let him in, and would not vouchsafe to rise; but the place where he sat
was suddenly all in a flame, which soon forced him to get up, says Sulpicius
Severus.2 Then, finding that he had felt the divine power, he embraced
the saint several times, and granted him all that he desired even before
he had time to mention his requests* After this he gave him audience
several times, often made him eat at his table and, at his departure, offered
him great presents, which the saint modestly refused out of love to the
poverty he professed. This must have happened before the year 375, in
which this emperor died,

St Martin destroyed many temples of idols and felled several trees
that were held as sacred by the pagans. Having demolished a very ancient
temple, he would also have cut down a pine that stood near it, The chief
priest and other pagans opposed; but at length agreed that they themselves
would fell it, upon condition that he who trusted so strongly in the God
whom he preached would stand under it where they should place him*

1 Snip. Sev. in vit. St Mart, a. n, p. 310,                      * Sulp. Sev> Dial. 2, c, 5, p, 456.